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DRAFT

A Sermon by the Rev. Joe Parrish 
“Does God not justify tithers? 
The Gospel: Luke 18:9-14 
     He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’  I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”  
     Create in us clean hearts, O God, and sustain us by your Holy Spirit.  Amen.
     Stephen Covey, author of the popular book, “Seven Habits of Successful People”. tells of riding a subway in New York City.  All the passengers were reading or sleeping or sitting quietly until a man got on with several children.  The children were unruly beyond measure.  They were fighting and throwing things.  One of the children grabbed a newspaper from the hands of one of the passengers!  The father was doing absolutely nothing.  While the children ran wild, the father just sat there staring off into space.  Stephen Covey finally decided to take action.  He went to the father and said, “Sir, we need your help.  Your children are bothering people.  Could you do something about it?”  The man awoke as if from a daze and said, “You're right.  I guess I should do something about it.  We’ve just left the hospital.  Their mother just died.  I really don't know what to think, and I guess they’re not handling it too well either.”  
     If we could only know the burdens that other people are carrying, we would be more sympathetic.  
[from Dick Donovan in SermonWriter]
= = =

     The late Rev. Dr. Robert M. Holmes was a United Methodist minister in Montana.  He wrote in 2001: 
     “I think the Trappist monk Thomas Merton identified the secret to humility when he said, “Humility is being precisely the person you actually are in the presence of God,” which means that the secret of humility is not to focus on behaving in a certain way but to focus on the presence of God and yourself being in that presence always.  
     Dr. Holmes wrote, “I am persuaded that if I behaved consistently in the awareness of being in the presence of God, I would be satisfactorily humble.”  
http://day1.org/604-a_satisfactory_humility
= = =

     The story is told by Pastor Phillip McLarty of a young adult who came to church about thirty minutes late – just after the preacher had started his sermon.  The young man walked down the center aisle all the way to the front of the sanctuary and sat down on the floor.  
     He was hardly dressed for church. He wore these sagging trousers you see teenagers wearing nowadays, a sweat shirt and tennis shoes.  He had an assortment of rings and piercings all over his body, as well as numerous tattoos.  
     When he walked in you could feel the oxygen being sucked out of the room.  “Oh, my God,” the people thought to themselves.  They sat there in stunned silence.  The preacher froze in mid-sentence. No one knew quite what to do.  
     Finally, one of the former vestry members got up from the back pew and walked down the aisle to where the young man was sitting.  The congregation figured it was going to be a scene, but then, the young man had it coming to him, didn’t he?  
     The old man walked with a cane, and it took him forever to get to the front of the sanctuary.  But when he got there, he did something no one could’ve ever predicted.  He propped his cane on the end of the front pew and very carefully lowered himself to the floor until he was sitting on the floor beside the young man.  Then he motioned to the preacher and said, “Go on with your sermon. I’m sure it’s a word we all need to hear.”  
https://www.sermonwriter.com/sermons/luke-189-14-from-judgment-to-compassion-mclarty
= = =

     During Lent a couple of years ago I was serving as an Interim Rector in the Diocese of Bethlehem.  In the town where my church was located was a well-known rabbi who had adopted over a dozen orphaned and abandoned children; his was the largest synagogue in town.  He regularly preached with all the other clergy in town each Lent, and oftentimes his sermons were the best attended of all the preachers.  He was affable, articulate, and a student of scripture, both Old and New, as it turned out.  The clergy had selected the overall topic for each of the Wednesdays in Lent would be the parables of Jesus.  When we met in a group, we asked him if he wanted to join in as he had done in previous years, and he heartily affirmed that he would.  When he asked what parable he should speak on, we perhaps in our New Testament glee suggested he preach on the parable of the sheep and the goats.  He said he would look that one over and get back to us.  When he had read the various parables of Jesus, he told us his parable would be using was the one we are have in our Gospel lesson for today.  Well, we were really interested in the sheep and the goats, but we averred that indeed he could preach on any parable he wanted.  And so he chose the parable of the tax collector and the Pharisee.  
     As he presented his sermon, he reflected that indeed, as a Rabbi, he would be considered a Pharisee, for sure.  So he was concerned that he could end up on the wrong end of Jesus’ stick, or shtick.  He asked a friend of is, a Jewish professor at Vanderbilt University Divinity School to help him understand the nuances of the parable.  And he said he learned that the translation of the King James and later Bibles seemed to be in error in the translation of a very small point, the point of who went home justified.  He said that his professor friend told him that indeed the original Greek of the word our Bibles translate as “rather than” in fact meant, “with” or “along with.”  And he described how the translation would change the tenor and the outcome of the parable considerably.  When the parable is being summarized by Luke, the King James and subsequent Bible translations say something like what we have in our bulletins for today, “I tell you, this man, meaning the tax collector, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other.”  We all glanced at each other and affirmed that is how we had always preached this gospel.  But the Rabbi said his professor friend looked at the word translated “rather” and saw it was a translation of the little Greek word, “para”, as in “parallel”, lines travelling together; or “paragraph”, groups of written sentences connected together; or “paratrooper”, a trooper who assisted other troopers, being parachuted down from above; and that the little Greek word “para” actually usually meant “along together with” or simply, “with”.  And indeed when I looked at the eighteen or so times this little word “para” appears in the Gospel of Luke and the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, both books written by the same author, the most used translation for “para” is “with”; seven or eight times “para” is used, and the second most used translation is “of” or “from”, each of which occur one to five times.  Only once in about eighteen times is the Greek word, “para” translated “rather than”, and that translation is what is used in the King James Version which is followed by the New American Standard Bible and the New Revised Standard Version, the NRSV, the version which we most often use in The Episcopal Church lectionary.   http://biblehub.com/greek/par_3844.htm
     But to use the word “of” to translate “para” is not appropriate, because “of” is to be followed by the Genitive Case, but the original Greek text uses the Accusative Case for (quote) “the other”, best I can determine.  So, indeed, by a factor of seven or eight to one, the little Preposition, “para” is translated “with”.  And thus, following the more common use of “para”, our parable today ends as follows: “this man, the tax collector, went down to his home justified ‘with’ the other, with the Pharisee,” and we have just undone over four centuries of biblical tradition since the King James Version of the Bible appeared in 1611.  Recently some preachers are indeed moving to question that whether when we are putting down or criticizing the Pharisee, have we become just what we are criticizing, pharisaical?  
     However, as a “New Testament” person, I now can see the greater power in using “with” since we Episcopalians at stewardship time are always asking people to consider tithing.  But with the old translation of this parable, tithers are not that well thought of by the teller of the parable, which presumably is Jesus.  But, in fact, the concept of grace informs us that none of us can achieve salvation by works alone; we always have to depend on the grace of God since none of us ever deserves to be saved.  None of us can ‘earn’ eternal life.  We are all a part of the “Jesus Movement” and thus we are all sojourners on the way to Christ.  Only Christ can admit us to the heavenly realms.  St. Peter is not the ultimate judge in any event, so all those jokes we make about St.  Peter controlling the entrance to heaven are just that, jokes.  Christ is the one who has to shield us from the all-consuming holiness of God the Father.  Without Christ none of us can be saved, none of us.  Moses can’t save us, Mohammad can’t save us; the Buddha cannot save us.  Lord Krishna cannot save us.  Only Christ can save us.  And since none of us knows anything about the heart of another, to judge them is itself a sinful act.  But still we preach Jesus Christ as the only way to the Father based on the Gospel according to John.  God’s Son is the ultimate judge of us all.  We speak of the love of God, but none of us has a love pure enough to withstand the holiness of the awesome love of God.  We are all dross, impure images but made with God-stuff, still very polluted, damaged, and unworthy.  
     But by the grace of God we can beat our breast and plead, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”  And God who raises up the lowly and humbles the contemptuous will raise us up on the last day.  Let us trust the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
     Amen.

